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WORKSAFE — SMALL BUSINESS SAFETY WEBPAGE 
Statement by Minister for Commerce 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [10.02 am]: I rise to advise 
the house of the new small business safety webpage that has been developed by the WorkSafe division of the 
Department of Commerce and is now available on the department’s website. The information on the webpage is 
designed to assist small businesses to comply with their duties under the occupational safety and health laws. 
The new web-based initiative contains a simple questionnaire that will provide a small business with a checklist 
for addressing work safety issues. The questionnaire also contains links to other simplified documents that will 
help small businesses maintain safe places of work and develop appropriate systems. 

The government recognises that small businesses are a fundamental component of our economy. Statistics 
indicate that there are approximately 209 000 small businesses trading in Western Australia, comprising 97 per 
cent of all businesses in this state. Small businesses also provide up to 42 per cent of all goods exported. They 
not only supply vital goods and services to the community, but also employ 514 000 people who, in turn, 
stimulate consumer demand for goods and services. 

It is essential that all businesses, production units and government departments maintain a safe place of work. 
Workplace injuries affect not only the person injured but also their dependants and families and the broader 
community, including the business that they work for. They impose financial, social and emotional costs on 
individuals, companies and the community in general. That is why it is important that businesses always assess 
the risks associated with work practices, identify and remove hazards, and have appropriate plans and systems in 
place to maintain safety. 

Given that workplace safety is of paramount importance, the government is determined to ensure that 
appropriate levels of support are put in place to help small business meet its workplace duties, and this initiative 
is part of that commitment. Small businesses will be able to access this new information 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week, thereby providing a more convenient and effective service. Interested persons can find out more 
by visiting the Department of Commerce’s website and accessing the link 
https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/worksafe/small-business. 
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